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Testimony
by Linda Thomson

[ didn’t set out to be a
professional “church lady”

I've often quoted
Unitarian minis-
ter and theologian,
James Luther Ad-
ams, “Church i

place” .icic you! t

topr waheing
man.” 1 vc /e e-
cause|"'7 _experi-

enced it, that Adams

is right. I've heard

so many people tell

stories of gifts dis-

covered and courage

buoyed through their participation in
one of our congregations. Iknow that
I have been helped by my member-
ship in the First Unitarian Church of
Hamilton to see more clearly who I
am, what I might become and how I
might serve.

I didn’t set out to become a profes-
sional ‘church lady’. T arrived at the
congregation in 1983, as a young par-
ent, with my partner by my side and
our two young daughters by the hand.
I wanted them to have some of the
sense of ‘being held’ that I had expe-
rienced in the Presbyterian Church of
my childhood. I wanted them to have
an understanding of themselves_as
spiritual creatures — hopin ~ould
make them strow r, more'| Hur<ad
and less resistan o cults ¢ 1 tads.
Somewhere along e line t. .
was supported an¢ ' _.ged while
I asked myself the big questions.

When I reflect back on_the v .5
of my association wh our | h
amazed. Ta ac¢ < ot cent a
different spous. adi  ren. biad
a different gar. 1er| ! am aurerent
in most ways 1. .n describe myself.
There have been times when the
transitions were easy and times when
they have been tough. Somewhere
along the line I found myself learn-
ing about congregations, conflict,

and ¢ mittees. 1
learne oul Wor-
shipan( elcemting.

[ ha Iiiined that

congregations can

serve as seminaries

for lay leaders. They

provide opportuni-

ties for us to discern

what our gifts are

and how we can use

them to lead lives

that make sense,

that are consistent

with our values and that serve the

world. Sometimes our congregations

challenge us by asking hard questions

and by challenging our assumptions.

Sometimes they hold up a mirror,

so that we may see ourselves more

accurately. They hold us, support us

and sometimes they make us mad.

And, if we engage in the process, we

are formed and become someone dif-

ferent than we might have otherwise

been. I've found myself in a new ca-

reer, using gifts and doing work that I
could not have imagined in 1983.

The process of discernment and

formatia . stops though, and I've

~ decide  t’s time for me to take

he»axtstep  nJanuary I will begin a

wisters of D ity program at Mead-

'le Lombard, a UU theological school

in Chicago. The Mod"7 .esidency
format wil' ™" me t ontiiue with
mi orl sthei =cl ot Regional
Ser. es| Eastf thi 777 I am

srat. 11t d:7 g my preparation

¢ ¢ aincu Ministry I'll be able to
continue the profoundly meaningful
work I'm already doing. But most of
all I'm grateful that in 1983 I found a
community that trusted, encouraged
and challenged me to become more
fully myself. [©

Linda [ text to come] Linda@cuc.ca



Unitaridées

par Carlene Gardner

Paroles en I'air

Réflexion personnelle sur les programmes en frangais

Peuimportela langue,

il est souvent difficile de

parler de l'unitarisme

ou de c’est quoi les uni-

tarien-e-s universalistes

(UU). Par sa nature

vaste et variée, cette tra-

dition fluide et toujours

changeante échapna

toute 4“7 wition| 1

plist{ 't permar te.

On a Lpr Lo

croyances / va _ars.

On a tous ues raisons différentes pour
vouloir nous regrouper. Expliquer ce
paradoxe unique n’est pas facile!

Mais peu importe comment et pour-
quoi on participe, il est important de le
faire dans sa langue car c’est surtout
le dialogue qu’'on recherche dans nos
rencontres unitariennes. Je réjouis de
pouvoir vivre cette expérience dans la
langue de Moliere depuis le début de
cette année 3 Montréal, ot un groupe
de bénévoles se charge d’oftrir un pro-
gramme mensuel en frangais.

Si a Montréal un grand nombre de
personnes rejette la religion, il n’en est
pas pour dire que les Montréalais-es

In Memory

MiriaM CHRISTINA STEVENSON, danc-
er, political activist, distinguis™ "~ C.ier,

died July 12 2006 orn Londen,
England¢ g, 26 07 hemo !
toHollyv, 4« dteer er.. o
shoulders the. 'rs1 lolfValentino,
Mary Pick. d anu Douglas Fairbanks
and made friends with musiciaz® ~aw
Horn, Rosemary=“loone nc ’"
Armstrong, e =ed - Furanc
Leather Wor  rsU on. At

in the 1940s, fter fying ...c House
Committee 01 ‘'n-American Activities
in the 1950s, she was arrested with
three others. The “Terminal Island

soient sans curiosité

ni ouverture envers

les cultures du monde.

Un bon exemple est

I'une di" _Cicprations

récentes. =" uetle

‘eu étaie  au centre

‘une liby pation

_uels de plusieurs

traditions. Pas tres dif-

férent des célébrations

en anglais, vous dites,

mais pour moi, sa per-

tinence vient du fait que ¢a s’est passé

en frangais. Elle m’a rappelée la fac-

ture multiculturelle de Montréal, ville

francophone mais tant influencée par

ses gens qui vie nent des quatre coins
du globe.

Avec les programmes en frangais,
le dimanche n’est plus un dréle de
parenthése dans ma semaine. Je
remercie les bénévoles de Montréal
pour leur contribution et leur volonté
a développer encore plus le patrimoine
unitarien en francais. [

info@-carlenegardner.com

Four” rehela rsixmonths without
hadl orted | der the infamous
tcCar 1-Waltcr Act, she fought

sartheia in South African and was
again deported. Feu'''_ L'new life for
herselfiz=""=ouvi ntharg6os, she

en. aboai 1g|  use in the West

da. camp ne. a7 the Viet-
t. 2V . Sk elped tound Beacon
U tariea Church in Coquitlam in
1982. In 2006, Beacon honoured her
as a Distinguished Elder. She died of
complications following a stroke.
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The Canadian Unitarian is the newsletter of the Canadian
Unitarian Council. It's mailed free to all members for whom
the CUC has a current address.* The Unitarian reports
on newsworthy events in the denomination, including the
annual conference each spring. It attempts to reflect all
segments of Unitarianism and Universalism in Canada. We
welcome all submissions, however, publication is based on
the criteria of newsworthiness, relevance to readers, length
and balance. We try to publish all letters to the editor,
although they may be edited for brevity and clarity.

* Non-members can subscribe to the Unitarian for $15
Can. or $10 U.S. Send name, address and cheque to
CUC office.

Mary Bennett Executive Director mary@cuc.ca

Office  018-1179A King Street West
Toronto, ON M6K 3C5
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+il s
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S mont Court
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USA
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www. .cHome.com

info@UUreHome.com

Travel and Meet Ul

Stay gl e, with fell v UUs
na o frie Tst W [ ot

O UL sstsall over North America

and'a rew abroad who invite you tae

a guest in their home. Sexf'a ched Mot

$18 (US)WC wer s mocaad Liaiing
e Apri £005  dition of UU're

1 ymicor use your credit card for the
listings on our secure web site.

Paula Robbins and Jean Reese, Publishers
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