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Join us for Earth Hour 2009!  
Thank you Canada for making Earth Hour 
2008 a huge success! Collectively, we 
have the power to send an even stronger 
message with Earth Hour 2009!  
  
Join WWF for Earth Hour 2009, by 
turning out your lights for one hour on 
Saturday, March 28 from 8:30pm-
9:30pm! Earth Hour is a global lights-out 
phenomenon that will bring together 
millions of people from around the world 
to show support for action on climate 
change. This symbolic event will 
demonstrate to governments around 

the world that we want action on climate change now.  
 
Already, hundreds of cities in more than 70 countries have pledged their support for 
Earth Hour, including Vancouver, Edmonton, Toronto, Montreal and Halifax. In 2008, 
millions of people in more than 35 countries participated. This year already, the 
number of countries participating has more than doubled, putting Earth Hour 2009 
well on the way to meeting WWF's global goal of one billion participants!  
  
This year there is special significance, as Earth Hour will also provide a global call to 
action to world leaders meeting in Copenhagen in December 2009 to strike a new 
global deal on climate change. A new agreement is pivotal because in 2012, the 
Kyoto Accord, the most significant international agreement to control greenhouse 
gas emissions, will expire.  
  
Sign up for Earth Hour Saturday, March 28th 8:30pm-9:30pm. 
  
You can now download Earth Hour materials, such as web banners, toolkits, logos 
and posters to help spread the word in your community. Let the world know about 
Earth Hour and what you are doing to participate. http://wwf.ca/earthhour/ 
  
Make every hour Earth Hour  
 
Symbolic events like Earth Hour are important to ensure government and businesses 
continue to take action in the fight against climate change. Our hope is that Earth 
Hour will inspire people to keep taking action every day. Each of us has a role to play 
through actions such as recycling, composting, using compact fluorescent light bulbs, 
etc.  
© Earth Hour 2009 

Photo by Tony Vickers 
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Response to CUC Letter regarding Cluster Bombs 
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Petition To UN from Iranian Queer Railroad 
 
Mr. Michel Gaudé 
Representative in Turkey for the 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Ankara, Turkey 
turan@unhcr.org 
Tel: 0090-312-409-7000 
Fax: 0090-312-441-1738 
February 13, 2009 
Dear Mr. Gaudé: 
 We write out of great concern for the safety and well-being of a small but growing number of 
people in Turkey who have fled marginalisation, torture and threats to their lives in Iran. These are men and 
women whose sexual orientation is prohibited by law in Iran, in contravention of international human rights 
conventions, which are now being interpreted to extend protection to people against discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. 
 In this regard, we the undersigned strongly support the efforts of the IRanian Queer Railroad 
(IRQR) to support those who have fled Iran because of persecution and to bring their cases before you for 
consideration of refugee status. 
 The IRQR investigator has many documented cases of arbitrary arrest by police and Basiji forces, 
subsequent brutality including beatings and rape, other cases of harassment and threats leading up to 
execution. Iran’s laws condone such treatment and brutal sentences, even to juveniles, including arbitrary 
imprisonment, lashings, cruel treatment and death. It is therefore not surprising that increasing numbers of 
terrified and oppressed individuals have fled to Turkey. 
 As you know, the plight of these refugees is increasingly desperate because at the time of writing, 
they do not yet have official status or the ability to resettle in a safe country. We are convinced that simply 
gaining that status will help them to achieve safety and begin to rebuild their lives. 
 While Turkey is certainly safer than Iran, oppression and threats frequently follow queer people 
from their homeland. They are convinced that officials can locate and threaten them even in the cities of 
Turkey. Moreover, police treatment of Iranians in the country can be just as arbitrary as in Iran itself. 
Some, even refugees with status, have been expelled from Turkey and sent back to Iran. This has been 
deplored by the Commissioner but unfortunately, the damage is done. 
 Moreover, queer Iranians in Turkey are particularly vulnerable. They are not allowed to work, are 
subject to harassment and violence from elements in society, including the police. They have no recourse to 
protection and are growing increasingly depressed, to the point of suicide. Hostility to queer people is 
endemic in Turkey. 
 The passage of time works against such people, deprived of family support, living in fear and 
isolation and often with few if any economic means of maintaining themselves in anything but abject 
poverty. 
 We ask you to urgently give priority review to past and upcoming applications from Iranian queer 
asylum seekers for refugee status and resettlement process. Once that step is taken, we can move to help 
them to safe countries like Canada and the United States. 
 Without your help, our hands are tied. We also hope fervently for speedy subsequent action by the 
UNHCR to help in that process of resettlement by submitting their file to the Canadian Embassy and the 
International Catholic Migration Commission. With this step taken, we know that the embassies of safe 
countries can be pressed to cooperate in these efforts. 
 Future cases will undoubtedly be brought forward with extensive affidavits prepared with help 
from the IRQR. We appreciate whatever efforts you can now make to assure them of humane, 
compassionate and especially, speedy consideration in granting them official refugee  
Yours sincerely, 
Arsham Parsi 
Executive Director, IRanian Queer Railroad (IRQR) 
www . irqr . net. info @ irqr . net. (001) 416-548-4171 
477 Sherbourne St. Suite 414 
Toronto, On - M4X 1K5 Canada 



CUC in Action Canadian Unitarian Council March 2009, Page 5 

The following individuals have agreed to co-sign 
this letter and endorse the request submitted: 
Elected Officials: 
Ms. Olivia Chow 
Member of Parliament for Trinity—Spadina 
House of Commons, Canada 
Ms. Libby Davies 
Member of Parliament for Vancouver-East 
House of Commons, Canada 
The Hon. Dr. Hedy Fry 
Member of Parliament for Vancouver-Centre 
House of Commons, Canada 
The Hon. Bob Rae 
Member of Parliament for Toronto-Centre 
House of Commons, Canada 
Mr. Bill Siksay 
Member of Parliament for Burnaby—Douglas 
House of Commons, Canada 
Mr. Mario Silva 
Member of Parliament for Davenport 
House of Commons, Canada 
Religious/Faith Communities: 
The Reverend Dr. Dana Fisher 
On behalf of the Council 
St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church, Ottawa 
Sharon Hawkins 
On behalf of the Council 
First United Church of Ottawa 
Jean Pfleiderer, 
President, Board of Trustees 
Canadian Unitarian Council 
Archbishop Bruce J. Simpson, OSJB 
Benedictine Order of St. John the Beloved 
Old Catholic Church 
Bob Stevenson 
Justice Committee 
First Unitarian Church, Ottawa 
Anne Squire 
Theologian and former Moderator 
United Church of Canada 
Academics: 
Dr. Caroline Andrew 
School of Political Studies 
University of Ottawa 
Dr. Victoria Tahmasebi 
Assistant Professor of Women's Studies 
Department of Humanities 
University of Toronto Scarborough 
 

Abraham Rotstein 
Professor of Economics 
University of Toronto 
Dr. Iain Wallace 
Professor of Geography and Environmental 
Studies 
Carleton University, Ottawa 
Community Supporters: 
Joan Anderson 
On behalf of the Rainbow Railroad group 
Toronto, On 
Ally Bolour 
Attorney 
Ally Bolour Law office 
Los Angeles, California 
Mr. Paul Durber 
Formerly Director with the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission 
Ottawa, ON 
Mr. Ralph Dzegniuk 
Immigration & Refugee Lawyer 
Green & Spiegel 
Toronto, ON 
Ms. Johanne H. Gaudreault 
President and CEO 
Coalition gaie et lesbiennes du Québec 
Mr. Klaus Jetz 
Managing Director 
Lesben- und Schwulenverband in Deutschland 
(LSVD) 
(Lesbian and Gay Federation in Germany) 
Mr. Gilles Marchildon 
Former Executive Director 
Egale Canada 
Ottawa, ON 
Dr. Gillian Wallace 
Co-Chair, Integrity Ottawa 
Gay and Lesbian Anglican Advocacy 
Also attached (confidentially, only original 
letter): Names and file numbers for some of 
the refugees who need urgent help. 
Copy to: 
- United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees – Geneva, Switzerland 
- Canadian Embassy in Ankara, Turkey 
- Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) – 
Ottawa, Canada 
- International Catholic Migration Commission 
(ICMC) - Istanbul, Turkey 
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To: Canadian Unitarian Universalist presidents, ministers and 
newsletter editors, CUSJ. 

 
DEMOCRACY and BRITISH COLUMBIA POLITICS: Proposing a proportional representation 
system that could influence all of Canada. Residents of British Columbia can use this to become 
informed on STV and others are encouraged to follow the course of the proposed proportional 
representation referendum in May.  
 
The CUC Democracy Monitoring Group has been monitoring the progress of the B.C. Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) proposed for British Columbia. The Monitoring Group believes that STV 
holds great potential for introducing proportional representation throughout Canada. Because the 
fifth CUC Principle is to affirm and promote “the right of conscience and the use of the democratic 
process within our congregations and in society at large,” the Monitoring Group encourages B.C. 
UUs to become informed prior to the vote on STV on May 12, and it encourages other UUs 
throughout Canada to follow the course of this referendum and to learn from it. 
 
In 2004, British Columbia created a Citizens’ Assembly to determine if there was a fairer electoral 
system for B.C. The single transferable vote (STV) system was recommended by a 97% margin, 
but in the citizens’ referendum it did not quite obtain the necessary 60% approval. On May 12, 
2009, B.C. citizens will again vote on the STV system, with the same 60% approval being required 
for it to pass. 
 
If B.C. adopts the STV, the results will be a representation in the provincial legislature that more 
accurately reflects the citizenry, the legislature will probably be less confrontational, and the 
government more stable, if the experience of other countries holds true. STV has been used in the 
Tasmanian House of Assembly since 1909, in Ireland where the politicians tried twice to get rid of 
it (in 1959 and 1968) but were defeated by the voters, and in various municipal and upper house 
legislatures of another five countries (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single_transferable_vote). 
 
The 2005 CUC Resolution on Democracy Part #2, on Government, notes several concerns: “voters 
and youth in particular, appear disillusioned with politics and elections; the use of wealth from 
various sources to influence government decisions, a disparity of power that is unhealthy in a 
democracy, reluctance by those in power to change the status quo.” We are charged under #2.3 to 
“Explore, through study, debate, trial or other appropriate means, the implementation and uses of 
more direct democratic processes in governance” and under #2.7 to “Encourage the establishment 
of alternatives to the corporate business model.” (For more details, see www.cuc.ca Social 
Responsibility, democracy resolution 2005.)  
 
The Monitoring Group encourages you to watch the results of the May 12 B.C. referendum with 
these concerns and the future of democracy in Canada in mind. For further information, Canadian 
Unitarians and Universalists are invited to visit http://www.stv.ca. The FAQ section is particularly 
informative. 
 
 
 
Philip Symons, Chair 
CUC Democracy Monitoring Group 
With thanks to Betty Donaldson of Comox for researching the question and preparing this 
communication. 
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World March for Peace and Nonviolence 
 

October 2, 2009 – january 2, 2010 
 
 
 
From http://www.marchamundial.org/en/calendario 
 

Commemorative events and actions will take place in 100 cities around the world. 

 

 
October 17, 2008 
Milan, Italy - Advance launch of the “World March for Peace and 
Nonviolence” in Europe 
 
November 6, 2008 
Buenos Aires, Argentina - Advance launch of the “World March for Peace 
and Nonviolence” in Latin America 
 
November 14, 2008 
Punta de Vacas, Argentina – Official launch of the “World March for Peace 
and Nonviolence” 
 
November 26, 2008 
Nairobi, Kenya – launch of the “World March for Peace and Nonviolence” 
in Africa 
 
November 15-December 15, 2008 
Official launch in cities along the “World March for Peace and 
Nonviolence” route 
 
October 2, 2009 
Wellington, New Zealand – the “World March for Peace and Nonviolence” 
begins. 
Actions and events in all cities on the WMPNV route 
 
January 2, 2010 
Punta de Vacas, Argentina – the “World March for Peace and 
Nonviolence” reaches its destination 
 
Stages of the “World March for Peace and Nonviolence” 
Study stage: June 2007-June 2008 
Preparation stage: July 2008-September 2009 
Enactment stage: October 2009-January 2010 
Evaluation stage: January-March 2010 


